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should be heard, should have importance. I should like to live long
enough to see the success of that tremendous effort; its realization,
which I wish with all my soul and for which I should like to work. To
see what can be produced by a state without religion,56 a society with-
out the family. Religion and the family are the two worst enemies of
progress.
Cuverville, 28 July
The music of the sentence . . . today I attach less value to this
than to its clarity, its exactitude, and that force of persuasion related
to its profound animation.
These letters of Proust to Mme de Noailles discredit Proust's judg-
ment (or sincerity) much more than they serve her fame as a poetess.
Flattery cannot go further. But Proust knew Mme de N. well enough,
knew her to be vain and sufficiently incapable of self-criticism to hope
that the most exaggerated praise would seem to her the most deserved,
the most sincere; he played with her as he played with everyone. And
I see in these shameless flatteries less hypocrisy than an obsessive need
of serving up to each individual what he would most like, without any
care for truth, but simply for opportunism; and especially a desire to
bring out and soften up the one on whom he blows hottest
29 July
Julien calls upon his will in order to dare try out on Mme de R6nal
the first gesture of seduction.57 Later on this gesture, which he has re-
peated with ever greater ease in dealing with other women, will have
become so natural to him that, in order not to make it, he will require
a greater effort of the will than he originally needed to risk it for the
first time.
Cuverville, 1 August
I read this sentence from Darwin, quoted by Brunschvicg (De la
connaissance de soi, p. 22):5S
"Man may be excused for feeling some pride at having risen, though
not through his own exertions, to the very summit of the organic scale;
and the fact of his having thus risen, instead of having been aborigi-
56  Without religion? Perhaps not But a religion without mythology. [A.]
57  Julien Sorel, the hero of Stendhal's Le Rouge et le noir (The Red and
the Black).
58  On Self-Knowledge (1931) was a course of lectures on man in his
biological, sociological, and psychological aspects given at the Sorbonne the
preceding year. The quotation, which Brunschvicg and Gide both give in
French translation, is from the last page of The Descent of Man,